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At an Oct. 10 press conference, the Rev. Jose Maria Tojeira, Jesuit Provincial for Central America,
noted that thus far senior military officers testifying in the case of six Jesuit priests murdered
in November 1989 have effectively contradicted themselves and each other, "which leads us to
believe that they are hiding something." Next, Tojeira said that the Salvadoran military has not
"conducted a serious internal investigation" to establish who ordered the killings, further evidence
of a "cover-up." He added that the evidence suggests the intellectual authors of the crime are above
Col. Alfredo Benavides, the highest ranking officer indicted in the case. Tojeira announced that
the Jesuit order will be compelled to publicize the names of persons believed to be obstructing
the investigation if the contradictions and cover-up continue. Several months ago, the Jesuits
requested that the Pentagon's Defense Intelligence Agency turn over 21 documents believed to
contain important information on the murders. The DIA initially refused to release the documents
on grounds of national security. However, on Oct. 8, the Agency released "edited" versions of the
same: significant portions were blacked-out. The Jesuits are now demanding uncensored copies of
the documents. (Basic data from Notimex, 10/10/90)
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